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Levy Questions & Answers



Thanks for your support of Trout Lake School District.  This partnership has helped our 
small rural school district to become a place where students receive an exemplary 
education.  In February of 2015 the voters of Trout Lake will have the opportunity to 
consider a replacement levy of $412,000 for 2016 and 2017. This levy is the same amount 
as was approved in 2009, 2011, and 2013.  Ballots will be mailed out around January 20 and 
must be postmarked by February 12. If you have additional questions don’t hesitate to give 
me a call.  Thanks for your consideration! 

Doug Dearden 

Message From The Superintendent:

How much will be collected in this levy?

Why does the district need a levy?
A maintenance and operations (M&O) levy provides a school district with funds to 
bridge the difference between the money it receives from the state and the actual cost of 
operating its schools.  

In our district, the state and federal government provide approximately 80% of the 
money to fund our programs. 

Local funds make up the remaining 20% of our school budget. 

284 out of 295 school districts in the state of  Washington must seek local assistance 
in the form of a levy or bond. 

Trout Lake School District ranks 208th, one of the lowest in per thousand cost in 
total local tax rate throughout the state. 

If approved, $412,000 will be collected in 2016 and 2017.

This is the same amount that was approved by voters in 2009, 2011, and 2013.

This is a replacement levy.

How is the levy amount determined?
The process begins with the school’s business manager estimating revenues versus 
expenditures.  The business manager and superintendent project cash flow while 
attempting to maintain an adequate fund balance.  Next, a committee, composed 
of community members and staff, recommends a levy amount to the School 
Board.  The Board reviews and acts on the proposed recommendation.  

Did you know?
The following programs are not covered by the state under the definition of 
basic education. College in the High School, Advanced Placement, technology 
classes, transportation, non employee costs, sports and library acquisitions are all 
examples of programs not funded under the state’s  basic education.



What will the levy buy?
Levy dollars will be used to fund ……………….

Strong instructional programs with individualized student attention
including Advanced Placement, College in the High School, technology 
related courses, and online learning opportunities (AIMSweb, RAZ Kids 
reading, Class Tools, Digital Learning Commons Courses)
 Extracurricular activities-------- These activities provide students in a rural setting 
with important educational opportunities.  Examples include Destination 
Imagination, FIRST Robotics, field trips, and sports.

Extended day Kindergarten

Extended counselor time

Non-federal school lunch program

Technology expertise and purchase of technology

Continued maintenance of facilities and grounds

Updating library holdings

Outdoor School and place-based educational opportunities

Some transportation (operation and maintenance but not new buses) 

Enhanced staffing to reduce class sizes

Local support helps students thrive.
Trout Lake School District has a long history of outstanding student achievement. For 
example in last year’s spring testing 95% of 3rd graders met standard in Reading and 
83% met standard in Math. At the 7th grade nearly 94% of students met standard in 
Reading and Math. 94% of 10th graders met standard in the end of course Biology and 
over 80% met standard in Algebra 1 EOC. Finally, Trout Lake has been above state aver-
age on the SAT College Entrance Exam 5 out of the last 6 years.

Why is passing the levy important to me if I don’t 
have any kids in school?

In order to level the playing field for communities with a small tax base, the state will 
increase funding if a local community passes a maintenance and operation levy. Last year 
the district received approximately $117,000 in levy equalization funds from the state.  
The levy must pass in order to receive these additional funds.   

What does levy equalization mean?  

A community’s schools benefit more than just the students who attend them and the 
parents who send them there.  Strong schools create environments for young people 
to learn and grow, and to become valuable, contributing members of their community 
throughout their lives. Investing in the future of children through support of their 
schools creates lasting rewards for the whole community. Trout Lake School is used as a 
community center and hosts many events throughout the year.



School District Total Local Tax Rate 

For Schools

White Salmon $2.85

Lyle $3.43

Goldendale $2.12

Klickitat $2.39

Glenwood $2.03

Bickleton $2.91

Prosser $2.75

Washougal $2.75

Camas $6.64

Vancouver $5.62

Trout Lake 
(current and proposed) $2.77

State Average $4.36

What is the local tax rate
history per thousand cost in Trout 
Lake?

Yes!  This summer the school 
completed an in-house project 
(using our own staff expertise) and 
some local resources to replace 
about one-third  of the pipe in 
the school’s aging heating and air 
conditioning system.  Because the 
district chose to do this in-house 
it saved hundreds of thousands of 
dollars and produced an excellent 
result. In the past, levy money has 
been used to resurface the parking 
lot, replace flooring, resurface 
the gym floor, replace the dry fire 
system, and replace the roof.  

Has Trout Lake School District been using 
levy dollars to repair and upgrade its 
facility?

What are the current local tax rates 
that residents of other school 
districts are paying in our county 
and state-wide? 

What happens if the levy does not pass?
Because the district cannot run its current program on funding provided by 
the state, a second levy would be offered.  If this levy did not pass, the district 
would need to cut programs and staff and defer maintenance on the 
building.  

This includes total local tax rate (bonds and levies) that is 
being paid in 2014.

Year Total Local Tax Rate 

for TLSD

2005 $2.90

2007 $3.21

2010 $2.32

2011 $2.46

2012 $2.83

2013 $2.80

2014 $2.77

2015 (est) $2.77

2016 (est) $2.66

What is the history of support for levies in 
Trout Lake?
In the years that Trout Lake School has run a levy, there has never been a 
double failure. Trout Lake School District appreciates the incredible support 
of our community.


